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18th June 2009
To All Geographical Group Convenors

Dear Convenor

I hope this letter finds you well.   As I promised in a recent email, I am writing to provide a brief update of the activity of the National PSIGE Committee.  This will be the last letter I write in my capacity as a Geographical Group Liaison Officer as I will be stepping down from the role at the AGM next month.  I was hoping to see many of you at the conference but as this has now been sadly cancelled, this will not happen.  I hope the people are able to come to the AGM.  
1. Strategic Objective 1: Influencing Policy and Practice

1.1.
IMPROVING ACCESS TO PSYCHOLOGICAL THERAPY (IAPT)

The move to IAPT Services is now fairly advanced across the country.  In fact one of our convenors has stepped down in his position to manage an IAPT Service.  It is important that PSIGE members do as much as they can to get themselves into a position of influence on local IAPT Steering Groups where these exist to ensure that the needs of older people are represented within the services.  The degree to which older people are specified and their needs are addressed within IAPT services is patchy around the country.  We had planned a stream on IAPT at the Conference in Swansea.  
1.2. NATIONAL DEMENTIA STRATEGY

You will, of course, know that this has been published and received a wide degree of press attention, since my last correspondence with you.  You may not know that each part of the country has a National Dementia Lead appointed by the Department of Health.  They are responsible for advising PCT’s and other bodies on how they can implement the strategy.  It might be useful to ascertain who this is in your area and how they might be involved in any aspects of service planning that you are involved in.
See  http://www.dhcarenetworks.org.uk/Dementia/Regions/ for more info.  
1.3. NEW HORIZONS


The Department of Health are planning a replacement for the National Service Framework for Older People which is nearly 10 years old.  This is pencilled to be called the New Horizons Paper.  We are expecting a consultation paper to be circulated by the Department of Health in the next month or so.  This will be emailed around PSIGE for people’s views.  Polly Kaiser is representing both PSIGE and her employer Pennine Care NHS Trust on the steering group.  
2. Strategic Objective 2: Providing Professional Guidance to Members:
2.1 TRAINING
There has been no progress on the ‘Distance Learning’ proposal since my last correspondence with you. There had been a suggestion that the training courses might offer financial support for the initiative but unfortunately there was no enthusiasm expressed for this proposal.  The committee have dropped this idea.  

The PSIGE Training Committee remain very active and oversee national training events and are also currently looking at providing more detailed guidance on the transition between KSF bandings.  Cath Burley is chairing the committee.    

3. Strategic Objective 3: Developing Infrastructure to Support our Objectives:
3.1:
GEOGRAPHICAL GROUP NETWORK:
It would be helpful if each group could prepare a short report of your group’s activity over the year.  This information is useful to the committee but also for people in the wider PSIGE community who can see what it is happening around the country via the PSIGE website.  It only needs to be a paragraph or two(!)
3.2:
WEBSITE:

The website continues to attract a high amount of traffic.  This is prominently from the UK but a minority comes from international addresses.  Given that I am stepping down from my role in coordinating the content of the site, we would be very keen to have any expressions of interest in taking on this role.

4. Strategic Objective 4: Improving Relationship with the DCP:
4.1:
Don Brechin and Alice Campbell were due to represent PSIGE at a DCP Strategy away-day which was scheduled for last week.  PSIGE continues to be the largest special interest group within the DCP and we work hard to make sure that the views and interests of PSIGE members are represented fully within the division.

5. Finance and Membership:

PSIGE has appointed a new administrator to replace the role of Ange Brown, with immediate effect.  Her name is Frances Free and her details are as follows:  
Frances Free  
St Helens Road  
Dorchester  
Dorset  
DT1 1SD,  
Email contact is frances@academictype.co.uk.  Please note that Frances would prefer to be contacted by email.  She will manage our membership database and will also be involved in various other administrative tasks related to the Committee.

Feedback from Wales:

Helen Barker, PSIGE Rep for Wales reported that the Welsh Assembly are planning a similar document to the English National Dementia Strategy which will be entitled The National Dementia Action Plan.  This is being prepared in conjunction with the Alzheimer’s Society and the draft is expected in the near future.

Feedback from Scotland:

Lucy Birch represented Scotland at our recent meeting.  The Scottish Group are currently in the process of planning the 2011 conference.  The conference will take place in either Glasgow or Edinburgh with details to be confirmed (my tip is on the former).  The group are also changing convenor with Sandy McAfee taking over from Liz Baikie.  
Conference Planning:

Much of the discussion at our last two committee meetings has been on the increased challenges in organising and facilitating a National Conference for PSIGE.  Unfortunately the conference organising group in Wales and the PSIGE committee have had to make the very difficult decision to cancel the conference.  The National Conference has been a central plank of what PSIGE has achieved over the years and we are very keen to do all that we can to ensure its survival.  We are aware of the increased competition on people’s time and resources from the new service pressures and an increasingly financial attitude to service planning.  This has implications for how we will have to plan for future conferences.  
The committee are looking at the overall organisation and management of PSIGE including the National Committee.  We know that our members understand that everyone who contributes to PSIGE does so on a voluntary basis and has to make significant sacrifices in order to make this happen.  We intend to discuss the pressures that we are under, and how we can work together to ensure PSIGE’s survival into the future, at the forthcoming AGM.

In conclusion I want to say what a pleasure it has been meeting and corresponding with you all over the last few years in my role in both the geographical groups and as website coordinator.  I hope I will bump into as many of you as possible in the future.

Yours sincerely

Patrick McGuinness

Geographical Group Liaison and Website Coordinator
On Behalf of the National PSIGE Committee

PSIGE is a faculty of the British Psychological Society, Division of Clinical Psychology.
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